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Editors Note 


Khuda Bakbsh IJbi-ary, an Jnstitution of Madona] 
Importance^ one of the biggest repositories of Arabic and 
■ Persian manuscripts in che sub-continent., has Jaunched a 
programme of in ten si research in a few specialised fields in 
which Indiaj Pakistan and Bangladesh might be equally 
interested. This.is being realised through South Asian Regional 
Seminars on select subjects. The subjects are Tibb, Quranics. 
Indie Religions, Sufjsm, Indian History J'^erso-Arabic and Urdu 
Literature. 

Scheine of the proposed Seminars is to sort out the most 
significant from amongst the rare and important manuscripts 
preserved in public & private collections of India. Pakistan and 
Bangladesh vidth a view to bring ou:: their critical editions and^' 
or translation^. Librarians and Bcheiars specialising in the 
subject'manuseriptfi are incited to participate in the venture. 
Articles covering the whole range of a particular collc-ction, 
briefly introducing each significan;. manuseripb, ar^: fipecially 

appreciaced. 

The first International Seminar held in 1934, was devoted 
to Ionian Medicine CTibb) manuscripts. Froceedin.gs of the 
Seminar including papers, and a comprehensive Ibt of sa-far 
unpublished manuficripts on the subject preser^'-ed in tiie sub¬ 
continent already have been published. The Second Seminar of 
the series held in l9Bo was devoted to Manuscripts on Sufism 
(Tasawwuf). 

A list of indo-Pak holdings cf manuscript& on Sufi:>m ■ 
deemed to be so far unpublished were circulated for discussion. 
A few significant manuscripts were specially made subject of 
detailed study. 

The Seminarians, at the and ofthe dis-cuscions, qlecided that 
(1) the list be revised and improved in the light of Seminar 
discussions, and fii) Manuscripts held most signiricanl by the 
Sfeminar be edited and'^or translated and published at the 
earliest convenience: and competent scholars be rr^que^^cd to 
take up the work in earnest 


Till' Ctunpr^hensive Lists as revised by the seminarians, 
and the papers as amended in the light of their comments, are 
now being p resented in the form ofProccedings of the 2nd South 
A.si<in Kegional Seminar. The Lists contain so-far unpublished 
Ptrso-Arabic manusenpLS preserved in the public and private 
collections of the sub^concinenfc. However, they carry only the 
bare minimum description, avoiding details regarding the 
folios, the dates-j^a.is also, the minute subjects of the manuscripts 
ns, generally speaking, the sources of the lists were found 
incomplete in these respects. 

As for the decision to get Lire rare manuscripts edited, the 
work has been taken up in earnest and it is hoped that^ before 
long, the Library would be able to produce critical editions of the 
choicest of the rare ma nuscripL-^ lying buried in various oriental 
collections since centuries^ unhonoured and unsung. 

In the rne-anwhile, let us hope, the present work may serve 
03 a helpful reference work to those who are akins to make in- 
dep th stii di o s in Sufi s m. 


A.ILBedar 
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